Why crate training is a MUST

Why crate training is so important

Not just important, but absolutely necessary in a German Shepherd Dog! In
addition to solid and functional obedience, crate training has to be one of the
most valuable skills our dogs can have. Before we go any farther, let’s get one
thing out of the way right now — crate training your dog is not cruel, inhumane,
or mean. Often times we as humans relate a crate to jail or feel sorry for a dog
that is in a crate, but it’s important to remember that we’re training through the

dog’s mentality, not our own.

There are several beneficial reasons to crate training your puppy or dog, and yes,
by crate training we are expecting the crate door to be closed and locked. In my
opinion, here is the most important reason to crate train your dog: At some point
in your dog’s life, they are going to be in a crate. Whether it be at the groomer, at
the vets office, boarding, at a friend’s home, in a car, or anywhere else, it is going
to happen. Preparing them for these situations is important and, in my opinion,
not crate training your dog is doing a disservice to them as it causes a lot of stress,
anxiety, and is extremely difficult on some dogs when they finally need to be put
in that situation. Example! Your dog needs surgery, if you have not crate trained
your dog the stress alone can seriously render the outcome of the surgery and in

some cases they could die with the stress and not make it through the surgery.
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This is not to scare you but to educate you. Here are some other important

reasons why crate training is so important, especially for a GSD.

It’s a tremendous aid in potty training your puppy or dog. Having a
schedule helps for you to know when and how often your puppy needs to
go.

e It makes traveling with your dog much easier as they have a familiar
reference point wherever they go.

e It’s important aid to creating structure in your dog’s life
It helps your dog to mentally relax
It gives your dog a place of their own to go and get some peace and quiet,
especially in times of chaos (like Halloween).

e Proper crate training can help reduce the anxiety when leaving your dog
home alone.

e It helps prevent unwanted behaviors, such as window barking, counter
surfing, chewing household objects, and more) when you cannot be with
your dog.

e It will prevent fear aggression, fear biting, over protection of their human.
Vital for any dominant breed dog especially!

e It will teach your dog boundaries and that they are a child being put to bed
and to have a nap during the day.

e Your dog will respect you more AND you will have alpha status within your
home. (with other recommendations as well)

e Most important, you dog will be of sound mind, not insecure at all, secure

with themselves with no need to prove any authority that causes things like

fear biting and nipping etc....

Although it may be emotionally hard for some of us, my advice is to put your
dog’s crate in the proper location and immediately being crate training your dog
from the second he or she sets foot in your home. When your dog is properly

crate trained as an adult, you may not utilize the crate as much but continuing to



implement the crate into your dog’s daily routine so the benefits of crate training

carry over for the dog’s life.

Once your puppy is an adult, you will have the perfect sound minded dog. All
your hard work will pay off and you will see the results! This prevents most bad
behaviors which stem from insecurity! Like clingy, I have to be with my human, I
am lost without them etc...... Barking, hiding in thunderstorms etc... 90% of all

bad behavior can be prevented by crating!

I have been there myself and have learned all of this to be true first hand! I don’t
know how many times I have seen a customer with a dog that comes back to visit
or calls me up with a problem and I have the fix for them. I call it boot camp. We
take the puppy and start over again starting with the crate! Do yourself a favor

and do it right the first time.

If you have any questions or concerns talk to me. There is a lot of bad information
out there and I myself did not believe in crate training before I learned the mind

of a dog, especially the GSD. Practiced it and proved it successful everytime!

Thank you

Dean



